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Course Description   

The course, Learning About Children, will provide you with an in-depth view of the social, emotional, 

physical and intellectual levels of development for children from prenatal development through age 

six.  During the class you will have experience with children in a preschool school setting within the 

classroom.  You will be responsible for the planning and implementation of lessons for the students of 

the BAHS preschool, as well as a series of observations of the children noting different aspects of child 

development as discussed in class.  Hopefully, for many of you, this class will help you decide if a 

career with children, or even parenthood, may one day be in your future.   

 

LAC is an articulated course with Harford Community College.  This means that the curriculum we follow is 

closely aligned with the outcomes of “The Young Child” as offered at HCC.  Success in this course will result in 

your earning college credits.  A final grade of an A or B earns you three credits at Harford Community 

College.  As a result of this opportunity, we must require that our students’ work is consistent with that of a 

college student.  You will be expected to work independently and diligently, submit your own work for grading, 

and complete assignments on time.   

 

Goals for Student Learning   

At the end of this course, you will be able to: 

• Explain and understand the benefits and values of studying children. 

• Make informed, educated and realistic decisions about parenting and child rearing. 

• Understand the factors that influence child development. 

• Understand the physiological and psychological aspects of a healthy pregnant woman and her 

unborn child. 

• Explain the four areas of development and how these areas grow and develop with children 

from birth through age six. 

• Realize the care needed for a child with special needs. 

• Understand the importance of guidance and appropriate discipline techniques. 

 

Textbook and Materials   

  

The Developing Child  

 

Students should bring the following class supplies to every class, (once class has started students will not be able 

to go to their locker to collect the supplies needed for class).   

• 1 ½ inch binder with dividers and paper and any assignments or study guides needed  

• Writing utensils  

 

Course Outline 

By the conclusion of this course, each student will be able to: 

1. Identify the current and historical trends in child rearing. 

2. Describe and demonstrate proper discipline techniques within the preschool setting.  

3. Demonstrate understanding of the 5 areas of development 0-5 years of age. 



 

4. Demonstrate an understanding of developmentally appropriate practice by creating developmentally 

appropriate lesson plans for the preschool. 

5. Demonstrate effective teamwork, communication, problem-solving, and decision-making skills 

6. Demonstrate essential managerial skills needed to succeed in Early Childhood Education  

 

HCPS Grading Policy 
 

PRODUCT (50%) 
Culminating Demonstration 

of Knowledge 

PROCESS (30%) 
Addressing Specific Short-Term 

Learning Outcomes 

PRACTICE (20%) 
Building Attitudes, Habits, 

and Skills 

• Chapter quizzes 

• Chapter or unit tests 

• Lesson Plans 

• Projects (summative) 

• Preschool Lesson Plans 

• Baby Book Project   
 

• Classwork 

• Projects (formative) 

• Preschool Lesson Plans 
 

 

• Classwork 

• Homework 

• Class participation 

• Drills  

 

**Extra credit will not be given for non-academic purposes** 

Absent Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time. Students will be given the number of class periods 

equal to the number of lawful class periods absent to turn in completed make up assignments 

without penalty. 

 

Late Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time in order to earn full credit. Any assignment, 

(product, process, or practice) will be allowed to be turned in late for one letter grade deduction 

from the grade a student earns on the assignment. In order to earn credit for late assignments, 

students must submit assignments by the end of the day on Wednesday (except for the last week 

of the quarter) following the designated HAC update. Students are only able to submit 

assignments that have an established due date within the grading window before the designated 

HAC update. Assignment that are turned in for late credit will be identified by a footnote in 

HAC to include a statement about the deduction of a letter grade due to the lateness of the 

assignment. 

Grading Window Designated HAC Update Late Work Due Date 

September 8- September 24 September 24 September 29 

September 27- October 13 October 13 October 20 

October 14- October 29 October 29 November 5 (Friday) 

November 8- November 19 November 19 November 24 

November 22- December 10 December 10 December 15 

December 13- January 13 January 13 January 21 (Friday) 

January 24- February 11 February 11 February 16 

February 14- February 25 February 25 March 2 

February 28- March 11 March 11 March 16 

March 14- March 25 March 25 March 31 (Thursday) 

April 1- April 22 April 22 April 27 

April 25- May 6 May 6 May 11 



 

May 11- May 20 May 20 May 25  

 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is taking responsibility for the quality and completion of one's own work.  Academic 

dishonesty is taking someone else’s work and claiming it as one’s own.  Students at Bel Air High School are 

responsible for knowing what is considered to be Academic Dishonesty and the subsequent consequences.  

More information can be found in the BAHS Student Planner. 

 

Classroom Rules and Procedures 

Poor classroom behavior and work habits will not be tolerated.  Students who are disrespectful to the teacher or 

to other students, who are destructive with the lab space, supplies, or ingredients will be removed from the class 
IMMEDIATELY and sent to their grade level administrator.  In some cases, a parent-teacher-student-

administrator conference will be held BEFORE the student will be permitted to return to class. More 

information about lab safety and behavior can be found on the Lab Safety & Behavior Contract. 

 

Cell Phone Policy 

Students will place their electronic devices (including, but not limited to, cell phones, listening devices, smart 

watches, laptops, and iPads), either on silent or off, in a teacher designated area as they enter each classroom. 
Teachers will review with students the specific location for each room. The devices will remain in the teacher 

designated areas unless teachers explicitly tell students to use them as a part of classroom instruction. 

• Devices will remain in the teacher designated area during bathroom visits. 

• Devices will be retrieved from the teacher designated area at the end of the class at the direction of the 

teacher. 

• School-appropriate cellphone use is permitted during class changes and lunch. Students are not 

permitted to make phone calls during school hours. 

• Students will NOT be permitted to carry their electronic devices in a book bag throughout the school 

day. 

If the electronic device policy is violated, the student shall then be subject to disciplinary action up to, and 

including, confiscation of the device as well as an office referral. 
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---------------------------------- Cut, Sign, and Return by ---------------------------------- 
 

Print Student Name: _______________________________________________________________ Pd:______ 
                                           

Parent/Guardian name(s): Phone number Email Circle preferred mode of 
contact 

 
 
 
 
 

  Phone    Email 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Phone    Email 

After you have read and reviewed the information presented in the Course Guide, please sign and date below.  You signature indicates understanding and 
acceptance of all material presented.  

 
 

Student Signature:   _______________________________________________________________ Date:_______ 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ________________________________________________________ Date: :______ 
-Learning About Children 

 

 

 

 

 


